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methods of production and distribution. The use of machin-
ery compelled large-scale production and demanded far-
flung markets. A revolution in the methods of production
was therefore followed by a revolution in the means of
communication and intercourse. Religion and cultural
tendencies acquired a new and expanded influence. As the
interchange between town and country grew, the influence
of the town continually increased. Towns on the whole
have always been centres of ferment and change* Increase
in the importance of the town therefore introduced a new
dynamic in society. Intercourse through the railway, the
post office and even more the printing press broke down
social and religious barriers and further undermined the
sway of authority.

Simultaneously, the growth of the middle class brought
with it the prevalence of a rebellious and anarchic mood.
This also worked against the old traditions of authority.
The people,  specially the younger among  them, grew
more responsive to new and alien  influences* Political
and economic forces operated against one another and
introduced a new disequilibrium. The new imperialism
demanded an enlarged middle class but would not yet permit
the growth of indigenous capitalism. This fundamental
contradiction expressed itself as the political discontent of
an intellectually alert minority. Soon it pervaded the whole
of society as a spirit of unrest and rejection of old values.
The ebullience of spirit in contemporary India is therefore
a symptom of the times. The historical forces which are
shaping the destiny of India challenge the authoritarian
basis of society and education. The first flush of intellectual
emancipation leads to excesses in every sphere, Reactions
are equally violent and oscillation between extremes still
continues unchecked* It is inevitable that a transition
from the attitude of mind based upon acceptance of autho-
rity to one based on reasoned equality should be marked by
uncertainty, unrest and upheaval*